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that it was a thing with length, breadth, and depth, admitting of
various shapes and various motions. I found also that its-shapes
and motions were only modes, which no power could make to exist
apart from it; and on the other hand that colours, odours, savours,
and the rest of such things, were merely sensations existing in my
thought, and differing no less from bodies than pain differs from the
shape and motion of the instrument which inflicts it. Finally I
saw that gravity, hardness, the power of heating, of attracting,
and of purging, and all other qualities which we experience in
bodies, consisted solely in motion or its absence, and in the con-
figuration and situation of their parts.

But since these opinions differed very greatly from the beliefs
which I had previously possessed respecting the same things, I
began to reflect as to what had caused me to believe otherwise
before; and the chief reason I noticed to be that from infancy I had
passed various judgments about physical things, for example, judg-
ments1 which contributed much to the preservation of the life which
I was then entering; and I had afterwards retained the same
opinions which I had before conceived touching these things. But
since at that age the mind did not employ the corporeal organs
properly and, remaining firmly attached to these, had no thoughts
apart from them, it perceived things only confusedly ; and although
it was conscious of its own proper nature, and possessed an idea of
thought as well as of extension, nevertheless, having no intellectual
knowledge, though at the same time it had an imagination of some-
thing, it took them both to be one and the same, and referred all its
notions of intellectual matters to the body. Finally, since during
the rest of my life I had never freed myself from these prejudices,
there was nothing which I knew with sufficient distinctness, and
nothing which I did not assume to be corporeal; even though the
ideas of those things which I supposed to be corporeal were formed
and conceived in such a way as to refer to minds rather than to
bodies.

For since I conceived gravity, for example, in the fashion of a
real quality of a certain order, which inhered in solid bodies,
although I called it a quality, in so far as I referred it to the bodies
in which it inhered, yet because I added the epithet real, I thought
in truth that it was a substance ; just as clothing regarded by itself
is a substance, although when referred to the man whom it clothes
it is a quality. Similarly the mind, though as a matter of fact a
1 Or 'about things,' so F. V.